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THE COLLETON FAMILY IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 



ARMS : l Or, three stags' heads couped, ppr. 
CREST : A stag's head as in the arms. 

The eight original proprietors of Carolina named in the 
charters granted by King Charles II. all left their names in 
some way stamped, so to say, upon the territory given to 
them. 

The Earl of Clarendon still survives in the County of that 
name in South Carolina. 

The Duke of Albemarle has given his name to the huge 
sound on the coast of North Carolina. For many years after 
its first settlement, the point of land behind Wappoo Mills 
on the south bank of the Ashley River, opposite what is now 
known as Chisolm's Mill, was called Albemarle Point. 2 

The Earl Craven's title was bestowed on a county in South 
Carolina, which included part of what is now included in 
Berkeley, Charleston, and Georgetown counties, but which 
lost the name of Craven after the Revolution of 1776. 

The Ashley and Cooper rivers still perpetuate the names 
of Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Ashley. 

A county to the north of Craven and Clarendon Counties, 
in the State of North Carolina, was styled Carteret, after 
Sir George Carteret; and his son and successor, who became 
Earl of Granville, gave his name to Granville County, which 
covered the area now included in Beaufort and Hampton 
Counties. 

1 Burke "Peerage and Baronetage" —Colleton. 

2 The mansion and residence of William Sayle the first Governor of 
the Colony was at Albemarle Point. 
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Craven, Carteret, and Granville are still the names of 
counties in North Carolina. 

The names of the two Berkeleys, John, Lord Berkeley, 
and his brother, Sir William Berkeley, still remain in Berke- 
ley County in South Carolina. 

Sir John Colleton's name is still more familiar in South 
Carolina. 

Colleton County has from the first settlement until now 
been so called. 

Colleton Neck is the tongue of land in Beaufort County 
between Colleton and May rivers, and ending on Broad 
River in the point now called Foot Point. 

Colleton River is the continuation of Okatee Creek 
debouching into Broad River to the west of Colleton Neck. 

Colleton Creek is a small creek running into Wappoo 
Creek from the West. 

Colleton Square in the City of Charleston, hut now no 
longer known by that name, included an area north of 
Market Street and west of East Bay— and lastly, the family 
residence in South Carolina, properly called Fairlawn 
Barony, was and is still generally known locally as the Colle- 
ton Barony. 

Of all the original proprietors, but one family, the Colle- 
tons, cast in their lot with South Carolina, in the sense of 
establishing a family seat and actual residence. 

None of the others or their descendants seem to ever have 
resided on, or even visited, the shores of South Carolina. 

The Colletons, however, from the very beginning, were 
identified by actual continuing residence and interest with 
the Province. The family of the Proprietor in the direct 
line even constituted South Carolina their home or seat of 
residence, styling themselves "of South Carolina." ' This 

1 In the numerous deeds made by the Hon. John Colleton and his 
son Sir John Colleton in the record office for Charleston, as also in their 
wills recorded in the Probate Court, they style themselves as of Fair 
Lawn Barony, or Fair Lawns, in the Parish of St John's, Berkeley 
County, in the Province of South Carolina. 
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connection continued from the settlement of the Province 
until comparatively late in the present century, and was such as 
in any history of the development of the country entitles it 
to being rescued from oblivion. 

The family of Colleton is said to he of Norman origin and 
to have come to England with the Conqueror. 

They have been resident in Devon and its vicinity for 
centuries and many places are called after them. 

Their connection with Carolina begins with : 

John Colleton, T). in 1608, a most active supporter of the 
King in the Civil War, having raised and commanded a regi- 
ment in the Royal cause, and expended in the King's service 
£40,000 — besides losing more than that by sequestration. 
After the Restoration, in 1660, he was created a Baronet. 
He m. Katherine, dau. of William Amy of Exon. 1 

During the Protectorate, Sir John Colleton retired to 
Barbados, and there is nothing to show, nor is it at all likely, 
that he ever touched the shores of Carolina, as he died in 
1666; but there is on record a grant to him from his seven 
co-Proprietors, dated 8 Sept., 1663, of an Island in the 
Province of Carolina, within the Sound called Roonoake, 
near the entrance of Chowan River, about Lat. 35^ 1ST., 
"which Island hath been called by some Carlyle Island, but 
now by us named Colleton Island. " ~ 

The actual historical connection with South Carolina begins 
with his three sons, Peter, Thomas, and James. 

At the very commencement of the Colony there was granted 
to these three brother.-, in joint tenancy : 

a. A tract of land near Ashley River, next to the Pro- 
prietors' own tract. This tract lay between Wappoo Creek 
and Ashley River, at the head of Colleton Creek, and appears 
to have been known by the Indian name of Waheewah. 3 

1 Burke " Peerage and Baronetage " — Colleton. 
- See'y of State's office— Bk. "N. G." p. 383. 

3 Sec'y State's Office — Bk. "Proprietary Grants," vol. 38, p. 6. 2T 
Septr. 1677. 
4 
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h. A lot of land iu Charles Town, near Colleton Square. 1 

c. A plantation on the west side of the Western branch of 
Cooper River, of 2000 acres, near Strawberry Ferry, after- 
wards called Mepshew, and now known as Pimlico. 2 

d. A plantation on Cooper River of 3000 acres nearly 
opposite Mepshew, and known as Mepkin. 3 

As the continuation of the connection of these three 
brothers and their descendants with South Carolina varied 
greatly in each case, they will be dealt with here in the order 
of their shortest and least interesting association with the 
country. 

T. 
Landgrave Thomas Colleton : 

Thomas Colleton, second son of Sir John Colleton, the 
first Baronet, resided principally in Barbados, where he was a 
prominent and wealthy planter. There is no evidence that 
he ever visited South Carolina, although actively engaged 
in business ventures in the settlement and development of the 
Colony. He was created a Landgrave in 1681. In addition 
to the grants to himself and his two brothers in joint tenancy, 
he received on 28 May, 1081, the grant of a Barony of 12,000 
acres, 4 called the "Cypress Barony," situated on the head- 
waters of the Eastern branch of Cooper River, around 
Huger's Bridge, and including in its limits "Limerick" 
plantation, for many years and until lately the property of 
the Ball family. He also on the 5th March, 1680, received 
the grant of Town Lot. No. 51 in Charles Town. 5 

Thomas Colleton died in Barbados, and his lands descended 
to his son Peter Colleton. 6 

1 Ibid, p. 39—5 March 1081. 

- Ibid, p. 39— 5 March 1081. 

3 Ibid, p. 40—5 March, 1081. 

* Ssc'y State's Office— Book "Grant Book F," 1707-1711, p. 13. 

5 Ibid, 

'' Ibid in -'Grant Book" 1701-1714, p. 477. 
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There is no evidence that Landgrave Peter Colleton, his 
son, ever came to or resided in South Carolina. 

There arc on record a number of Powers of Attorney from 
this Peter Colleton, all executed in Barbados, constituting 
different parties his agents and attorneys to oversee his prop- 
erty in Carolina; and finally in 1707, he sold all his property 
in South Carolina, for £800, in "banck bills of the said Island 
of Barbados," to John Gough, Dominick Arthur, and 
Michael Mahon. 1 

In 1707 the Lords Proprietors permitted the Cypress 
Barony to be alienated and divided into parcels 2 and there- 
upon the Cypress Barony was divided, 5000 acres to Dominick 
Arthur, and 3500 acres to each John Gough and Michael 
Mahon, who took out new grants for their portions. Michael 
Mahon was a native of Limerick, Ireland, as was also Domi- 
nick Arthur, and the name of ''Limerick" became attached 
to so much of their shares as was subsequently sold to Daniel 
Huger, the son of the first emigrant of the Huger name; 
and who made ''Limerick" his place of residence. 

With the sale and partition of the "Cypress" Barony, and 
its plantation equipment, the family of Landgrave Thomas 
Colleton lost all touch with the Province. 

II. 
Landgrave James Colleton : 

James Colleton, third son of Sir John Colleton, first 
Baronet, was created a Landgrave, 16 March, 1671. 3 

In addition to the grants to himself and his two brothers 
in joint tenancy, he received a grant individually in 1680 of 
Town Lot No. 50, in Charles Town. 1 

In 1683 he also received a grant of a Barony of 12,000 
acres, called ""VVattboe," afterwards "Wadboo," situated at 

1 Sec'y State's Office— "Grant Book" 1707-1711, p. 13. 
- Ibid—' 'Grant Book Q Q,' ! 1685-1712, p. 70. 

3 Probate Court, Charleston, Bk. 1692-93, p. 341. 

4 Sec'y State's Office—" Proprietary Grants, r vol. 38, p. 25. 
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the headwaters of Cooper River, on Biggin and Wadboo 
Creeks. 1 

James Colleton survived both his brother, Sir Peter Colle- 
ton and Landgrave Thomas Colleton, and under the law with 
regard to joint tenancies, as such survivor, became entitled 
to the lands held by himself and his brothers, in joint tenancy, 
i. e., the land near Ashley River — the Town Lot near Colle- 
ton Square in Charleston — the "Mepshew" tract of 2000 
acres on Cooper River, — and the "Mepkin" tract of 3000 
acres on the same river. 2 

Landgrave James Colleton appears to have frequently come 
to South Carolina, and taken a great interest in its settle- 
ment; and in 1086 was commissioned Governor, hut after a 
stormy administration, was in 1690 by the parliament called 
at Charles Town by the acting Governor Seth Sothell, ban- 
ished, and thereupon returned to Barbados. 

Whore Landgrave James Colleton resided when in South 
Carolina, it is now impossible, with any certainty, to trace. 
Oldmixon, who wrote in ] 708, speaks of his handsome house 
at old Charles Town, on Cooper River; 3 but in view of the 
circumstances that none of his descendants appear to have 
spent much time in Carolina, it is fair to assume that the 
settlement at Wadboo Barony, which apparently continued 
as the main place or possession of those descendants, and 
which still bears evidence of extensive and expensive construc- 
tion, must have been the creation of Governor Colleton, and 
that his residence on Ashley River was for the purposes of 
more convenient administration of .the Government, or when 
the Parliament was in session. 

After Landgrave's James Colleton's departure, no trace 
can be found of the Ashley River property in the hands of 
the family. 

Landgrave James Colleton appears after his departure 

1 See'y State** Office— "Proprietary Grants." vol. 38, p. 200. 

2 Mesne Con. Off.— Charleston, Book Z. Z. p. 3. 

'"Carroll Hist. Coll. vol. 2, p. 411. Old Charles Town was on the 
west bank of the Ashby not the Cooper river. 
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from Carolina, to have lived in Barbados, where he died 
about 1706. 1 

He to. Ann, dau. of James Kendall, Esq., Governor of 
Barbados, and left to take his property his eldest son and heir: 

Landgrave John Colleton, who appears to have lived for 
many years in Barbados, and then moved to England, but 
who does not appear to have resided in Carolina, although 
from the recorded powers and instruments from him, he kept 
up his investments in South Carolina, in buildings on his 
Town lots, and in the cultivation of his plantations at Mepkin, 
Mepshew, and Wadboo, with his slaves — always having a 
manager or agent at "Wadboo. 

In 1712 he donated to the Parish of St. John's Berkeley, 
a site for a Parish Church, and also a glebe for the parsonage ; 
both being on the Wadboo Barony. 2 

The Parish Church was built on this site, on the public 
road between Biggin and Wadboo Creeks, on the rise of land 
after leaving the low ground of Biggin Swamp, going east- 
ward, a spot formerly called by the Indian name of "Tipicop 
Haw" Hill — and there the ruined walls of the old church— - 
now known as Biggin Church — with the Parish Graveyard 
and the broken remnants of the Colleton vault, stand to this 
day. 

The old Baronial residence or settlement on Wadboo 
Barony was on the eastern side of Wadboo Creek, about a 
mile to the North of the present public road. Nothing is 
left of it now save the extensive foundations of the main 
houses and the foundation and part of the walls of some 
adjacent outbuildings. These are constructed from blocks 
of marl, a solid formation of which crops out at the surface 
of the swamp, not far from the old house and the borrow 
pits, in which show exactly where the marl used for the 
building was obtained. 

Mr. Tuomey, the State Geologist, whose report was made 

1 Sec'y State's Office, Bk • Grants, Sales &c. D." p p. 98, 352. 

2 Mesne Con. Off. Charleston, Bk. B. 3. p. 610. 
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in 1846. and who examined die ruins of Wadboo, says that 
the stone of these walls first reminded him of Portland stone 
— and that even where the wall was exposed to the weather, 
the marks of the tools were as well defined as if impressed 
there yesterday; the blocks having been evidently quarried 
out and then split and sawed or shaped with the axe in proper 
form. 1 

When Wadboo house and its surroundings were destroyed 
is not known. The tradition is that it was burnt during the 
Revolution. Landgrave John Colleton m. Elizabeth, dan. of 
Sir Edward Ernie, Bart., and presumably died in England, 
where his will was proved in 1755, whereby be left all his 
estates in South Carolina to his second son : 2 

John Colleton, of the Parish of St. James, within the 
Liberty of Westminster in the County of Middlesex, Esquire, 
who likewise does not appear to have ever made a stay of any 
duration in South Carolina. 

He sold the Mepkin tract of 3000 acres, in 1762, s to 
Henry Laurens, and the lots in Charles Town, with the houses 
thereon, known as the "Stone House" i on the Bay, in 
Charles Town, to other persons, retaining the Wadboo Barony 
and Mepshew Plantation, which he continued to cultivate 

with his slaves. He m. Margaret, dau. of Swain- 

ston, and leaving no children at his death, under his will the 
property passed to his widow Margaret Colleton, who con- 
tinued to own it until the lie volution. 

There is nothing to show that Mrs. Margaret Colleton 
after the death of her husband ever came to South Carolina; 
but in 1782 the Legislature, which sat at Jacksonboro, and 
which passed the famous or infamous Confiscation Act, placed 

the name of the heir of devisees of Mrs. Colleton, 

on list No. 1. as to be wholly confiscated and sold, as the 

1 Report on the Geology of S. C. p. 164. 

2 Mesne Con. Off. Charleston, Bk. Z. Z. p. 3. 

3 Ibid. 

' Ibid, Bk. C. '■>>, p. Ur>. 
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property of a British subject. Why this was done, it is now 
impossible to say. The remaining journals and papers in the 
Secretary of State's Office give no clue. She was a woman. 
Beyond her absenteeism and probably her Royalist sympa- 
thies, she could have committed no act calling for such pun- 
ishment and before the close of the struggle she died (in 
1779); and her property in. Carolina' went to her husband's 
cousin, James Nassau Colleton. 1 

The Commissioners named in the Act divided the Wadboo 
Barony in some 24 parcels of about 500 acres each, and the 
Mepshew Plantation into some <3 parcels, and sold them out. 

To James Nassau Colleton was left only a small plantation 
of some — acres called "Epsom," which he inherited from 
his father, Robert Colleton; situate just beyond Monck's 
Corner, on Biggin Creek, at the first lock of the Santee 
Canal; and a few negroes, which had been saved by being 
carried to Florida. 3 

The Legislature, however, seems to have recognized the 
injustice of this proceeding, or admitted that it was in contra- 
vention of the iinal treaty of peace; for in 17S4: James 
Nassau Colleton was permitted to bring back his slaves, and 
the next year by resolution of the Legislature State bonds or 
indents for the amount of the proceeds of the sales of the 
forfeited lands were directed to be turned over to him. 

He seems to have disposed of his slaves and the "Epsom" 
tract and thus terminated all connection with the State by 
the family of Landgrave James Colleton. 

III. 
Sir Peter Colleton, Proprietor. 

Sir Peter Colleton, Bart., eldest son and heir of Sir John 
Colleton, the first Baronet, in addition to the grants to his two 
brothers and himself, received grants to himself individually, 
of : 

1 Mesne Con. Off.. Charleston. Bk. A. 6. p. 78. 
- Ibid. Bk. D. (1, p. 49. 
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a. A Barony of 12,000 acres on the Western Branch of 
Cooper Biver, near its head, known as "Fair-Lawn." l 

b. A tract of 4423 acres adjoining Fair-Lawn Barony, to 
the East, and called the "Mulberry." 2 

c. Town Lot No. SO, in Charles Town, on Colleton 
Square, containing some 9 acres, 3 and other less important 
grants. 

The Fair-Lawn Barony included in its limits the planta- 
tions on Cooper River, now known as Stony Landing, Old 
House, Gippy, Lcwisfield, Exeter, Moss Grove, Fairfield, 
Ellory's, &c. 

The present village of Monck's Corner station, and the laud 
running near to and including the village of Pinopolis, is on 
the original Barony. The old village of Monck's Corner 
(now an abandoned site, marked by a few crumbling piles of 
broken bricks) was at the point where the road from the 
Stony Landing (so called from the outcrop of the marl forma 
tion) at the bead of navigation on Cooper River joined the 
main public road, leading past the Church to Santee River in 
one direction and up to the "Congarees" and the interior of 
the State in the other, and was situated on a tract of land 
owned by Thomas Monk, from whom the "corner" derived 
its name. 

Sir Peter Colleton does not seem to have resided in South 
Carolina. He m. Elizabeth Leslie, of Barbados, and in his 
deeds is described as of the Parish of St. James in the County 
of Middlesex. He died in 1094, and was succeeded by his 
son: 

Sir John Colleton, of Exmouth in Devon, h. 1679, who 
m. Elizabeth, dau. of John Snell, Esq., M. P., and who 
appears to have resided in South Carolina only for a short 
time after 1714. In 1718 hi? received a grant of a Barony 

1 Sec'y State's Office, "Proprietary Grants," vol. 38, p. 10, 7 Septr. 
1678. 

2 Ibid, p. 15. 6 Septr. 1679. 

Ibid, p. 40. 5 March 1681. 
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of 12,000 acres in the lands near Beaufort County, from 
which the Yemassees had lately been driven. This Barony 
comprised the entire tongue of land between May River and 
Okateo or Colleton Biver, including the site of the present 
Town of Bluff ton. 1 

It was afterwards known as the ''Devil's Elbow" Barony 
(from its peculiar shape) or Colleton Neck. It is notable 
botanically from the fact that it marks the northern limit of 
several species of a more southern type of flora, and as being 
the scene cf many of the investigations of Stephen Elliott, 
the eminent South Carolina botanist. 

Iu 1708 Sir John Colleton sold the "Mulberry" tract of 
4423 acres to Thomas Broughton, 2 in a connection of one of 
the descendants, of whom Theo. G. Barker, Esq., the mansion 
house and home place, part of the original grant, are now 
vested. The mansion was built in 1714, and is universally 
known as " Mulberry Castle." 

In 1726 Sir John Colleton divided his estates, slaves, &c, 
in South Carolina, between his two sons, John and Peler, 
giving to John, the eldest, the Fair-Lawn Barony, and to 
Peter, the second son, the Devil's Elbow Barony. 3 

Peter lived in South Carolina for some years — purchasing 
the "Epsom" plantation near his brother's Fair-Lawn 
Barony; but dying without children, and unmarried, the 
Devil's Elbow Barony returned to his elder brother, and the 
"Epsom" place he willed to his younger brother Robert. 4 

With the elder brother: 

John Colleton, commonly called the Honorable John Colle- 
ton, b. in 1701, began the first continuous residence of the 
head of the family in South Carolina. 

He appears to have come to South Carolina about 1726 or 
1727, and thereafter resided constantly there at his seat at 

1 Sec'y State's Office, "Memorial Book," vol. 4. p. 118. 5 Deer. 1718. 
- Sec'y State's Office, Grant Book 1701-1712, p. 37. 

3 Ibid— -Memorial Book No. 3," pp. 157 & 195. 

4 Probate Court, Charleston, Book 1751-1754. p. 185. 
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Fair-Lawn Barony, excepting during some return visits to 
England. 

It was probably during bis time that the family mansion at 
Fair-Lawn was constructed or at least received its full shape 
and completion. Between 1730 and 1740 was a period 
when many brick buildings were constructed in lower South 
Carolina. 

The old Fair-Lawn mansion house stood on the Barony at 
a spot about a mile east of the present Monck's Corner 
station, on the North Eastern R R. — (the County seat of 
Berkeley County) between the main public road and Cooper 
River, and about a mile from the River. It presents the 
remains of the most extensive brick mansion house and offices, 
and adjacent buildings in South Carolina of the period. 
During the war of the Revolution, the British turned it into 
a fort and storehouse and when they were compelled to 
evacuate the post, set it on fire, and destroyed it in 1781. 
The avenue leading to the house was composed of very fine 
cedars and it was here, just prior to its evacuation, that the 
British cavalry under Major Thomas Fraser attacked General 
Marion's infantry. Marion's sharpshooters sheltered them- 
selves in the lower branches of the cedars which were too 
thick to allow the British horses to be forced through and 
thus their riders were exposed to the deliberate fire of the 
infantry men and compelled to retreat. 1 The cedars were 
in consequence all cut down by the British so as to clear the 
space around the Mansion from all shelter for an attacking 
force. 

Whilst the British occupied Fair-Lawn their soldiers are 
said to have broken into the vaults at the Parish Church 
(some three miles off) and on their retreat the Church itself 
was set on fire, and burnt, save as to its solid brick walls, 
which served for the construction of a new church after the 
war, and a portion of winch still stand. 

The Hon. John Colleton was a member of his Majesty's 

1 Johnson's Traditions, p. 363. 
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Council in the Province, and in order to provide a residence 
nearer Charleston than Fair-Lawn, purchased a tract of some 
77 acres on Charleston Neck, on which he built and which 
he called "Exmouth," after his boyhood's home in England. 
"Exmouth," afterwards called "'.Bachelor's Hall," was sold 
by his son Sir John Colleton, to Governor Thomas Boon, 
whose residence it became. 1 It was situated on Cooper 
River, just south of Magnolia Cemetery, and north of the 
present Magazine buildings. 

It was afterwards known as "Runiney" or the "Runmey 
Distillery" and included the old Parade Ground and the 
Oaks Club. 

The Honorable John Colleton in 1731 m. his cousin 
Susannah Snell, dau. of the Rev. John Snell, and died at 
Fair-Lawn in August 1750, his widow dying at the same 
place, in December, of the same year, and both being buried 
at the Parish Church of St. John's Berkeley. 

The Hon. John Colleton died before his father, Sir John 
Colleton, who was one of his executors of his will, and took 
charge of his children. The inventory of the estate of the 
Honorable John Colleton shows that he was one of the 
wealthiest men of the day in the Province. His slaves on 
Fair-Lawn alone numbering over 200. 

Sir John Colleton, the elder, died in 1754, and was 
succeeded by his grandson (the son of the Hon. John Colleton): 

Sir John Colleton of Fair-Lawn, who at an early age came 
out to South Carolina, where he spent practically all his life. 
He was first a member of the Commons House in the Provin- 
cial Parliament, and in 17t>6 2 was appointed a member of the 
Council. 

If not in sympathy with the Revolutionary movement to 

1 Office Clerk Common Pleas, Charleston, Book "Renunciation of 
Dower 1761-1768," p 78. 

• "Tuesday last Sir John Colleton, Bart, took the usual oaths, and 
his seat, as a member of his majesty's honourable council for this 
province."— The S. C. Gazette, June 23, 1766. 
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the extent of severing the ties which bound the Colony to the 
Crown; he was in sympathy with the resistance to the unjust 
course of Great Britain in seeking to make and enforce laws 
in the Colonies enacted without their representation or assent. 

He died early in the struggle, in September, 1777, at 
Fair-Lawn, and was buried at the Parish Church of St. 
John's where his resting place is now marked by a stone and 
epitaph placed over it, by his daughter, on her return to 
America after the restoration of peace. The inventory of 
the estate shows a very large property of every kind at Fair- 
Lawn; but after his death the tide of war flowed over the 
land. 

Prevost's raid from Savannah in 1779, both going and 
returning, ravaged the "Devil's Elbow" or Colleton .Neck 
Barony. Cattle to the value of £8000 were killed or taken 
and all his crop and store of indigo, corn, and other crops 
taken or destroyed with many of the plantation buildings. 

In 1780 during the siege of Charleston; Fair-Lawn was 
occupied by the widow of Sir John Colleton, Lady Jane 
Colleton, and in April, 1780, when the British had occupied 
Monck's Corner, some soldiers from their camp took pos- 
session of the Mansion, shockingly abused and maltreated 
the ladies who occupied it, and plundered its contents. 1 

They were arrested and the celebrated Col. Patrick Fergu- 
son, commanding a body of British, proposed to hang them 
at once, but other views prevailed, and they were secured 
and sent to headquarters for trial. 2 

When the British retieated, states Mrs. Graves, the 
daughter and heiress of Sir John Colleton, "they burnt down 
the mansion" * * * "and destroyed every building 
including a Town built on the Barony for the Residence of 
several hundred people belonging to the estate, with the 
granaries, mills, &c. On this occasion, in addition to the 
furniture, paintings, and books, plate, etc. , a large sum of 

1 "King's Mountain and its Heroes," by Lyman C. Draper; Diary of 
Lieut. Anthony Allaire of Ferguson's Corps, p. 494. 
- Ibid. 
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money which was in my father's strong box, and even my 
jewels, were lost to me, either destroyed or plundered." 

Sir John Colleton to. first, Anne Fulford, dau. of Francis 
Fulford, of Great Fulford, in the County of Devon, and 
second, Jane Mutter. 

By his first wife ] he" had a daughter : 

Louisa Carolina Colleton, J>. 1763, to whom he willed 
all his property. This lady, the last owner of Fair-Lawn, had 
in her early years at least a life of adventure. 2 In the spring 
of 1777, at the age of 14, she was sent by her father to Eng- 
land, to be out of the way of the impending struggle and clash 
of arms. 

On her way to Bordeaux, (he vessel she was in, was cap- 
tured by an English letter of marque and carried as a prize to 
England, the entire cargo of indigo shipped with her to be 
sold and used for her support being lost. Unlil her majority, 
after her father's death, site resided with her uncle at Great 
Fulford and after the restoration of peace in America returned 
there to collect the remains of her property, and restore her 
shattered estates. She returned to find her lands wasted, 
her slaves scattered, and her home in ruins. The effect on 
her when she first again saw Fair-Lawn can best be told in 
her own words : 

" Whilst contemplating the place of my nativity, my 

1 By his second wife he left a son, who enlisted in the English 
navy, but dying without issue the baronetcy passed to his cousin, 
James Roupell C'-lleton, son of James Nassau Colleton. 

'* The account of Mrs. Graves' life is taken from a little publication 
entitled "Desultory thoughts on various subjects, by Louisa Carolina, 
wife of Rear Admiral Richard Graves of Hembury Fort, Devonshire, 
and daughter of Sir John Colleton Baronet, born Baroness of Fairlawn, 
Landgravine of Colleton, and Sovereign Proprietress of the Isles 
of Bahama. Brussels. Printed at the British Press 1821" pp. 112. 
M rs Graves in so entitling herself was under some misapprehension. 
She was not the descendant of Landgrave Colleton, but of the Pro- 
prietor, and was therefore not Landgravine; nor is the female heir of 
a baronet a baroness. The only known extant copy of this work in 
So: Ca: is the property of Theo. G. Barker, Esq. 
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attendants informed me that the hunted deer often took shelter 
amidst the ruins; from which I then turned heart-struck at 
finding that desolation brooded where plenty formerly had 
revelled in her gayest mood." 

The mansion at Fair-Lawn was never repaired or rebuilt; 
a crumbling mass of broken brick and tile, with fragments of 
glass and pottery in a jungle of weed and shrubs is all that 
marks its site. 

Its proprietress, after having put her affairs in shape, 
returned to England, where she married Captain (afterwards 
Admiral) Richard Graves, of the Royal .Navy. With her 
husband she returned about the end of the last century to 
South Carolina, and resided for some time at Fair-Lawn and 
again sailed for England, in the ship "Elizabeth." Capt. 
McNeal. When almost within sight of England, the "Eliza- 
beth" was attacked by a French privateer, and after a stout 
resistance, — during which the security of Mrs. Graves was 
provided for by a seat on a barrel of gunpowder down in the 
ship's magazine — the ship was captured, and Mrs. Graves 
and her husband taken as prisoners and detained in St. 
Sebastian. They succeeded in escaping into Spain, and 
finally after many hardships, reached England. 

Mrs. Graves never again returned to Carolina, residing for 
the greater part of the remainder of her life at her seat Hem- 
bury Fort in Devonshire. 

Her estates in Carolina were transferred to the possession 
of her son : 

Samuel Colleton Graves, 1>. in 1788, who m. Susan Mc- 
Pherson of South Carolina. He died 25 June, 1823, and is 
buried in St. Michael's Churchyard in Charleston, leaving 
one daughter, Carolina McPherson Graves, who married 
Loftus C. Clifford, Esq., and having survived her husband, 
now reiides at Washington, I). C, the last surviving descen- 
dant in America of the Colletons of Fair-Lawn Larony. 

In 1828, owing to linancial misfortunes and reverses which 
overtook Admiral and Mrs. Graves, the two J>aronies, the 
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Fair-Lawn Barony and the Devil's Elbow Barony, at Colleton 
]Seck, were divided into parcels, as Wadboo Barony had 
been many years before, and in such division were sold and 
passed into the hands of others, and there is nothing now left 
at Fair-Lawn to show that there "plenty formerly had 
revelled in her gayest mood. ' ' 



There was another family of Colletons in South Carolina, 
who were in some way connected with the preceding. Major 
Charles Colleton came to South Carolina about 1086 or dur- 
ing the administration of Governor James Colleton and was 
evidently a man of some mark and prominence, being several 
times a member of the Commons House of Assembly. Jn 
1 C>9o" lie purchased from Landgrave Thomas Smith a tract of 
500 acres, lying just North West of Fair-Lawn Barony, near 
the present village of Pinopolis, to which he gave the name 
of "Fairsight," and on which lie resided. 

Landgrave James Colleton in a power of attorney executed 
in 1702, styles him "kinsman," but does not state the 
degree of kinsmanship. 

Major Charles Colleton died in 1728, leaving three sons, 
Charles, James, and Geonje, and three daughters, Ann (who 

married Butler), Elizabeth, (who married James 

Bipault) and Mary. 

Charles, the son, married Susannah Porcher. 1 James Colle- 
ton married Judith du Bordeau, and George Colleton married 
Elizabeth Flavell; and the name in the male line disappeared 
from the records after 1748-1755. 

Henry A. M. Smith. 

1 This Charles who married Susannah Porcher was apparently the 
Charles Colleton who held the rank of Major in the regiment furnished 
by the Colony of South Carolina to the expedition under Gen\ Ogle- 
thorpe against St. Augustine in 1740. 



